Authentic Writing
(writing that goes beyond the teacher’s eyes)
Author’s tea or Author Celebration Night (use mic)

Blogs

Class journal – Students take home and write about their weekend, evening, vacation.

Classroom classifieds – Create a space for students to display ads for items they want to buy, sell, or share

Content placemats – highlight a studied topic and make visually appealing, then give to local restaurants to use.

Contests

Diaries/journals


Dialogue journal – students write about what was learned, parents 

          respond (focus on content, not mechanics)

Family interviews – Focus on important life events, develop interview

         questions, interview, then create narratives using the information.
How-to manuals (on processes students know how to do)

Letters/postcards


Friends, relatives


Famous people


Pen pals


Asking for information


Letters to the editor


Persuasion


School postal service!
Letters that go home at the end of the week, telling about what was learned (ask for parent response). Great for parent communication, esp. TAG kids.
Memos


Classroom complaints

Info to parents


Compliments

Plays – create and perform
Posted writing – in classroom, outside classroom, in community; make kid

           eye-level (e.g. Hoems for Poems with a house theme)

Publications


Brochures (school, town, state)



Newsletters


Newspapers

Public Notices - post information students want to announce

Published books that are shared

ABC on studied subjects


Jokes


Local history/school history
Rubrics – use as feedback to others (e.g. assembly, school lunches)

Scripts – create and perform

Songs – create and perform
Town names - using an atlas or roadmap, find cities/towns with 

          weird names. Write letters asking how they got their names. 

          Or, create stories about how the places got their names, send them,
          and find out what really took place.

          Locate places that have names similar to yours and correspond with 


a classroom.
