Trait: Ideas/Content

Focus: Looking for details

Book/Author: Alphabet City by Stephen T. Johnson

Publisher:  Viking Press

ISBN:  0-670-85631-2

Summary:  An illustrated tour of the lines, shapes, and forms found in our world, primarily in an urban setting.  Using photographs, the author shows all the letters of the alphabet that he has found within the structures of a city.  

What You Need:  Sketch paper, pencils, and magazine photographs.
What You Do:  Share the images of the book with students.  Have students cut out magazine photographs in which they can find letters of the alphabet.  Students can observe the classroom, building, or schoolyard and make sketches of items, both man-made and natural, that contain letters.  Collect several to spell words.

Notes:

Trait: Ideas/Content

Focus: Interesting details
Book/Author: If You’re Not From The Prairie by David Bouchard

Publisher:
Aladdin

ISBN:
0-689-82035-6

Summary:  Poignant details abound in this book about a young boy growing up in America’s heartland.  Each spread contains an attribute of the prairie (e.g. “If you’re not from the prairie you don’t know what’s flat, you can’t know what’s flat”) written in a repeated rhythmic pattern.  Details in each spread provide readers insights into the place. 

What you need:  If You’re Not From The Prairie template, pencils

What you do:  Read the book aloud, noting the pattern as well as the rich details.  Select a topic (If You’re Not From…your town, your school, your grade level) and list attributes of the topic.  Have small groups (3-4 members) of students select one of the attributes, write details to go along with it, and fill in the template.  Allow students the option to not write in verse, as is done in the book.  Collected finished pages and create a class book. 

Notes:

[image: image1.emf]If You’re Not From...     If you’re not from ___________________________________ ________ ,   You don’t know ____________________________________ _________ ,   You  can’t  know ____________________________________ _________ .                 ___________________________________ ___ ________         ___________________________________ ___________         ___________________________________ ___________         ___________________________________ ___________         ___________________________________ ___________       If you’re not from __________________________ _________ ________ ,   You  don’t  know ____________________________________ _________ .    



Trait: Ideas/Content

Focus: Clear and focused writing
Book/Author: The Secret Knowledge of Grown-Ups by David Wisniewski

Publisher:
Harper Trophy

ISBN:  0-06-443753-1

Summary: This creative book takes simple rules that adults make up such as “Eat your vegetables,” “Comb your hair,” and “Don’t play with your food” and provides imaginative, humorous explanations. 

What you need:  Paper, pencils, file folders or large construction 

paper to make folders
What you do:
Read a couple of entries from the book.  Then, as a class, identify a school rule (e.g No running in the halls) and write the “Official Reason.”  Next, brainstorm a list of possible “Real Reasons” for this rule using the book as a model.  Choose one of the reasons and show how this could be written as a short, focused narrative.  Have students think of a rule (school, home, community) and go through the process themselves.  Use folders to display finished copy: “Rule #” on the tab, “Official Reason” on the outside, and “The Truth” on the inside.  Share compled folders then display outside the classroom for others to see.         

Notes:
Trait: Ideas/Content

Focus: Details that go beyond the obvious
Book/Author: So You Want to Be President? By Judith St. George

Publisher:
Philomel

ISBN:  0-399-24317-8

Summary: An interesting and fact-filled introduction to U.S. Presidents, this book provides a human look at our leaders.  Presidents have come in many varieties: generals and actors; big and small; handsome and homely.  They’ve had many interests and a wide-range of experiences, many of which are captured in this engaging book. 

What you need:  Paper, pencils, and markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils
What you do:
Read the book aloud and enjoy the facts as well as the humorous illustrations.  When you read it aloud a second time, ask students to take notes about three specific details they hear about the Presidents that are interesting.  Have them write each detail in a sentence and illustrate it.  Share with the class and discuss what makes some details more interesting than others.  Display the illustrated pages.  Challenge students to recall a detail from the book that is no longer true.

Notes:
Trait: Organization

Focus: Sequencing

Book/Author:  Amelia and Eleanor Go for a Ride by Pam Munoz Ryan

Publisher:  Scholastic Press 

ISBN:  0-590-96075-X

Summary:  A fictionalized account of the night in 1933 that Amelia Earhart flew First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt over Washington, D. C. in an airplane.  

What you need:  Paper and pencils

What you do:  Before the reading of the story have students draw a Venn diagram, labeling one circle Amelia and the other Eleanor.  While reading the story aloud, have students fill in the diagram with likenesses and differences.  After reading, discuss the structure the author used to provide information about the two women.  Invite students to create a similar sequence for two characters in a story they are planning. 
Notes:
Trait: Organization

Focus: 
Repetition

Book/Author: A Sweet Smell of Roses / Angela Johnson

Publisher:  Simon and Schuster Books

ISBN:  0-689-83252-4

Summary: Two young girls sneak out of their house to take part in a Freedom March and to hear Dr. Martin Luther King speak.  Along the way they experience both the support as well as the antipathy for the Civil Rights movement.

The sentence, “There is a sweet smell of roses” is repeated each time the girls reach a new point in their journey. The girls go home and tell their mom all about the march and the story ends with, “there is a sweet smell of roses all through our house.”

What You Need:  Paper and pencils 
What You Do:  After reading the book aloud, discuss the author’s use of repetition in the story (“There is a sweet smell of roses”) and how she uses that phrase both in the beginning and ending of the book.  Note how the phrase appears when something new takes place during the course of the story.  Invite students to try this technique by connecting a memory with one of their senses, then including and repeating a sense phrase (e.g. “there was a smell of roses) throughout their writing.

Notes:

Trait: Organization
Focus: Endings

Book/Author: Wolves by Emily Gravett
Publisher:  Simon & Schuster
ISBN:  978-1-4169-1491-4
Summary: A rabbit goes to the library and chooses a book about wolves.  He gets so engrossed in his reading that he doesn’t realize he is in the midst of a real wolf, who eats him just when rabbit is learning what wolves like to eat.  But wait…there is an alternative ending: the rabbit and the wolf, who is vegetarian, share a jam sandwich and live happily ever after.  

What You Need:  Paper and pencils, a variety of fairy tale books
What You Do:  Read the story aloud up the point of the original ending.  Discuss student response to the ending.  Then read the alternative ending and compare student responses.  Ask students to choose  one of the fairy tale books and write an alternative ending.  Share.

Notes:

Trait: Organization
Focus: Transitions

Book/Author: Zoom by Istvan Banyai

Publisher:  Viking

ISBN:  0-670-85804-8

Summary: A picture book without words.  It begins with an unidentifiable close-up of a rooster’s comb and gradually zooms out page by page by adding more general information. 

What You Need: An extra copy of the book, unlined sheets of white paper, pencils, colored pencils

What You Do:  Take apart the extra book and laminate the pages.  Divide the pages of the book into sections, mix up the pages then hand out to small groups of students.  Ask students to order the pages, first within groups, then the whole class. (Note: It is helpful to code the back of the pages to make it easy to put them back in order.)  Discuss how students were able to figure out the order.  There is a part of each illustration in the next illustration.  Use this as a way to explain transitions.

  
Students may then make their own Zoom! books by folding their paper into halves three times, creating eight frames, numbering the frames, then  repeating the concept of the book.  Start with a super close-up drawing and then moving back, revealing more information with each frame.  
Notes:

Trait: Voice
Focus: Writing that sounds like the writer
Book/Author:  Dear Mrs. LaRue by Mark Teague
Publisher:
 Scholastic
ISBN:  0-439-20663-4
Summary:
 When Ike’s behavior gets unruly, his owner, Mrs. LaRue, sends him off to the Igor Brotweiler Canine Academy for rehabilitation.  This book is a series of the letter he sends home to Mrs. LaRue, telling her of his “horrible” experience.  The humorous illustrations show both what Ike believed to be happening and what really was happening. 
What You Need:  Paper and pencils
What You Do:
As you read this book aloud, pay close attentions to the way Ike uses words to create his voice.  Create a list of some of the unique words and phrases he uses in his letters.  Then have students write letters in Ike’s voice that tell about the party Mrs. LaRue threw for him.  They can address the letters to themselves.  Students can get further practice by writing more letters in the vice of other book or TV characters.

Notes:
Trait: Voice
Focus: Writing that speaks to readers
Book/Author:  Grossology by Sylvia Branzei
Publisher:
 Price Sloan Stern
ISBN:  0-8431-4914-0
Summary:
 This book is a lively, engaging look at the more elemental aspects of our lives.  Nineteen short chapters provide fascinating and factual information on topics such as snot, zits, smelly feet, and eyegunk. 
What You Need:  paper and pencils
What You Do:
This book makes effective use of writing in the second person to engage readers.  As you read portions of the book aloud, have students identify second person writing by raising their hands when they hear it (you, your, yourself, etc.). 

Ask what other elements help give this writing strong voice (humor).   Challenge students to revise an expository piece by writing in the second person.

Notes:
Trait: Voice

Focus: Humor

Book/Author: John, Paul, George & Ben by Lane Smith
Publisher:  Hyperion
ISBN:  078684893-6
Summary:  This book takes a humorous look at five of our nation’s founders - John Hancock, Paul Revere, George Washington, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson – before they became famous.  
What You need: Paper and pencils

What You Do: Read the story aloud to the class, noting the humor and how it helps provide voice in the writing.  Each of the short stories is like a joke with a punch line.  Divide students into five groups, assign them one of the characters in the book, and ask them to identify the punch line for their character.  Ask them to identify other bits of humor in their character’s section.  Challenge them to identify the humorous wordplay that involves a famous rock ‘n roll band.    
Notes: 
Trait: Voice
Focus: First person/dialogue

Book/Author: Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco

Publisher:  Philomel

ISBN:  0-399-22671-0

Summary: During the Civil War a young black soldier helps a young, wounded white soldier.  The harsh realities of war are shown as well as the racial inequalities of that time period.  The story is told through the eyes of a young, Union soldier.  The generous use of well-crafted dialogue adds a rich dimension to the voice of this story.   
What You Need:  Paper and pencils, copies of the book’s pages
What You Do:  After reading this story aloud, pass out copies of the book’s pages to small groups of students.  Have them rewrite a paragraph of narrative, changing it from first person (I) to third person (he/she/it).  Also, have students rewrite dialogue exchanges, making them into narratives.  Compare student creations with the original text and discuss the use of first person as well as dialogue in creating a strong voice. 
Notes:

Trait: Word Choice

Focus: Alternatives to “said”
Book/Author:
Crickwing by Janell Cannon

Publisher:  Harcourt, Inc.  

ISBN:  0-15-201790-9

Summary:  Crickwing is an excellent model for all traits, but especially word choice.  It is the story of Crickwing, a cockroach named for a damaged wing, plagued by a barrage of predators and ultimately captured by an army of ants.  In the end, Crickwing saves the ants from a deadly anteater.

What you need:  Paper and pencils

What you do:  This book makes use of a great variety of options  to use instead of “said.”  Select portions of the dialogue to read aloud, inserting “said” into the tag lines instead of the more descript word used by the author.  With the class, brainstorm alternatives to “said.”  Then read the original selection aloud for students to hear the author’s word choice.  Invite students to consider using alternatives to “said” in their writing.    

Notes:
Trait: Word Choice
Focus: Precise words that produce mental pictures

Book/Author: Hoops by Robert Burleigh
Publisher:  Harcourt Brace

ISBN:  0-15-201450-0

Summary:  A descriptive book that tells about basketball and how it feels to play the game. 

What You Need:  Paper, pencils 

What You Do:  Hide the cover and read the book aloud, skipping the first and last pages.  Ask students to tell what they think the subject of the book is.  Invite them write a first page to the book.  Share the entire book with them.  Then, have students use the book as a model to write about another sport or activity they love. 

Notes:

Trait: Word Choice

Focus: Specific words to add meaning
Book/Author:
In the Blink of an Eye by Dieter Wiesmuller

Publisher: Walker and Company

ISBN:  0-8027-8854-8

Summary:  This engaging book is organized into brief descriptions of twelve different animals.  In addition to the carefully chosen words, readers are challenged to guess the animals with the help of two illustrations: a close-up of the animal’s eye, and its habitat.

What you need:  Paper, pencil, animal pictures, information on animals, markers/crayons/colored pencils

What you do:  Read the book aloud, encouraging students to guess the animals.  How did the words help them guess the identity of the animals?  What words specifically?  How did the illustrations help them?


Use this book as a model to create a class book after researching animals.  Ask students to make a list of specific words that relate to the animals they have researched, and to make sure they include some of those words into the brief descriptions they write. For illustration purposes, you could focus on the eye, as the author has done, or you might decide as a class to make the ears, nose, or mouth the focal point.  


Notes:




Trait:
Word Choice

Focus: Action words
Book/Author: The Z was Zapped by Chris Van Allsburg


Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin Company

ISBN:  0-395-93748-5

Summary:  An alphabet book in “26 acts,” this creative work denotes an alliterative mishap to each letter (e.g. A was in an avalanche, B was badly bitten, C was cut to ribbons…).  Readers first see a creative illustration of the mishap, have chance to guess the word(s), then see the answer. This book is highly interactive, and fun to read aloud. 

What you need: Paper and pencils

What you do:  Read the book aloud, sharing pictures and encouraging plenty of guessing before you reveal each answer (some do suggest several possibilities).  Use this format to create a class book about how each letter of the alphabet was enhanced in some way (e.g. A was aided, B was beautified, C was crowned…).  Or, try focusing on a specific content area such as math (A was added), science (A was analyzed), or social studies (A was amended).  Small groups of students can work on one or more letters as well as companying illustrations.  
Notes:
Trait: Sentence Fluency

Focus: Sentences with rhythm

Book/Author: George Washington’s Teeth by Deborah Chandra and Madeleine Comora

Publisher:  Farrar Straus Giroux

ISBN:  9-780374-32534-0 

Summary:  George Washington had more to battle than just the British.  His had teeth problems, big time!  This historically-based book tells the story in verse of how George handled this very distressing situation 

What you need: Paper and pencils, transparencies of several pages

What you do:  The author utilized both rhythm and rhyme to help create the fluency in this book.  Read the book aloud and enjoy the fluency as well as the humorous story.  On a second reading, ask students to identify the rhymes by raising their hands when they hear one.  Show the transparencies and choral read these parts, clapping or tapping out the rhythm.  Ask students why this writing is so rhythmic (8-6-8-6 syllable pattern).    Choose a simple topic (a sibling, school lunches, etc.)  and invite students to explore rhyme along with the syllable pattern. 

Notes:
Trait: Sentence Fluency

Focus: Varied beginnings/varied lengths 

Book/Author:  Patrol: An American Soldier in Vietnam  

by Walter Dean Myers
Publisher:  HarperCollins
ISBN:  0-06-028364-5
Summary:  In this powerful, story-poem readers enter the heart and mind of a young soldier in Vietnam.  He moves slowly through the forest, gets caught in a firefight, secures a village, waits, imagines, and finally comes fact-to-face with the enemy. 

What You Need:  Overhead transparencies of several pages from the book, graph paper, colored pencils
What You Do:  Read the book aloud and discuss the importance of varied sentence lengths and sentence starts.  Using one of the overheads, count the number of words per sentence on a page.  Use the graph paper and colored pencils to have students make a bar graph of the information.  Below each column, have them write the first word of the sentence they are graphing. Discuss findings.  Invite students to apply this exercise to a sample of their own writing. 
Notes:
Trait: Sentence Fluency
Focus: Varied sentence lengths

Book/Author:  The World of Dick and Jane

Publisher:  Grosset & Dunlap

ISBN:  0-448-43646-9   
Summary:  A look into the past, this book compiles three Dick and Jane reading books from the 1950s, from which millions of children learned to read.  The stories in these works are short, upbeat, and easy-to-read.  In addition to Dick and Jane, the stories feature their little sister Sally as well as their dog, Spot, and their cat, Puff.    

What You Need:  Paper, pencils, copies of some of the stories from the book.
What You Do:  Read aloud some of the stories from the book.  Discuss the fluency of the writing, especially the variety of sentence lengths.  Pass out copies of the stories to small groups of students.  Challenge them to rewrite the stories, keeping the meaning but adding more variety to the sentence lengths.  

Notes:
Trait: Sentence Fluency
Focus: Writing that sounds natural

Book/Author: Water Dance by Thomas Locker
Publisher:  Harcourt
ISBN:   0-15-216396-4
Summary:  This book takes a poetic look at our planet’s most valuable resource – water – and follows it as it dances on its journey throughout the world. 

What You Need:  Paper, pencils, copies of the text
What You Do:  Read the book aloud and allow students to experience the natural flow of the words.  Divide the class into twelve groups, one for each two-page spread in the book, except for the last one, which everyone will read.   Pass out copies of the text and assign each group the text from one spread.  Have practice reading their part aloud chorally and developing some type of movement to go along with the words.  Arrange the groups in order around the room and perform the book from start to finish. 

Notes:

Water Dance

by 

Thomas Locker

Some people say I am one thing.  Others say that I am many.  Ever since the world began I have been moving in an endless circle.  I am the rain.
Sometimes I cascade.  I tumble down, down, over the moss-covered rocks, through the forest shadows.  I am the mountain stream.  

At the foot of the mountains, I leap from a stone cliff.  Spiraling.  Plunging.  I am the waterfall.

In the shadows of the mountain, I am still and deep.  I fill and overflow.  I am the lake.
I wind through broad, golden valleys joined by streams, joined by creeks.  I grow ever wider, broader and deeper.  I am the river.

I pass through a gateway of high stone palisades, leaving the land behind.  Cool silver moonlight sparkles and dances on my waves.  I am the sea.

Drawn upward by warm sunlight, in white-silver veils I rise into the air.  I disappear.  I am the mist.

In thousands of shapes I reappear high above the earth in the blue sky.  I float.  I drift.  I am the clouds.

Carried by winds from distant seas I move, growing heavier, growing darker, returning.  I am the storm front.

At the wall of the mountains, I rise up as gleaming power-filled towers in the darkened sky.  I am the thundercloud.

I blind the sky with lightning.  The earth trembles with my thunder.  I rage.  I drench the mountainside.  I am the storm.

Storms come.  Storms pass.  I am countless droplets of rain left floating in the silent air.  I reflect all the colors of sunlight.  I am the rainbow.   

ALL I am one thing.  I am many things.  I am water.  

This is my dance through our world.


Book/Author: Eats, Shoots & Leaves by Lynne Truss

Publisher:  Putnams

ISBN:  0-399-24491-3

Summary: Do commas really make a difference?  This book clearly demonstrates that, yes, using commas can make a difference in the meanings of sentences.  The author does this by writing the same two sentences on opposing pages, but adding a comma or commas to one of the sentences (e.g. Slow children crossing.  Slow, children crossing).  Accompanying pictures illustrate the different meanings.

What You Need:  Paper, pencils, drawing paper, and markers, crayon, or colored 

What You Do:  Talk about the reason writers use commas (to signal readers to pause; to provide clarity).  Read the book aloud and show the illustrations.  Brainstorm together sentences that could be written to show different meanings by using commas.  A good place to start is by using the sentences in the book and substituting a few words in them.  When students get comfortable with this, challenge them to create their own sentences, complete with illustrations.  Display for all to enjoy and learn from. 

Notes: 

Book/Author:  Independent Dames by Laurie Halse Anderson
Publisher:  Simon & Schuster  

ISBN:  978-0-689-85808-6

Summary:  This book is a compilation of women who defied the accepted social practices during the time of the American Revolution.  Readers meet women who took on the traditional roles of men: Deborah Champion, who smuggles messages and money to General George Washington; Elizabeth Burgin, who helped two hundred American prisoners of war escape; and Tyonajanagen, an Oneida woman who fought alongside her husband.  

What You Need:  Paper, pencils, and an assortment of biographies

What You Do:  Tell students that the conventions of writing are accepted practices that help readers understand what has been written.  Society has other conventions as well (e.g. driving on the right side of the road, going to school, etc.).  Read portions of the book aloud and discuss how these women were broke conventions of the day, and how that was helpful.  Sometimes breaking writing conventions can be helpful as well.  This is especially true with sentence fragments.  Invite students to explore books looking for fragments (books by Gary Paulsen are rich in these).  Have the write the fragment within the context in which it appears.  Discuss findings as a class.

Notes:


Book/Author:  John’s Secret Dreams by Doreen Rappaport

Publisher:  Hyperion  
ISBN:  078680817-9
Summary:  John Lennon is the subject of this book.  Through text, quotations, and song lyrics readers learn about the life and dreams of this famous musician from the time his mother abandoned him to the day of his untimely murder.

What You Need:  large (11” x 17”) drawing paper and markers, crayon, or colored pencils
What You Do:  Discuss with students the idea of conventions being accepted practices.  Ask about accepted practices in the creation of picture books (e.g. words, pictures, font size, cover).  Invite students to note any picture book conventions that not used in this book as you read it aloud (e.g. varying font size, quotes, lyrics, artwork, cover on the back instead of the front).  Talk about why the book was created this way, and how they make the book better or worse.  Talk about John Lennon and the unconventional aspects of his life.


Have students create an unconventional cover for a book they enjoyed reading. 

Notes:

Book/Author: Yo! Yes? By Chris Raschka

Publisher:  Orchard Books

ISBN:  0-531-05469-1

Summary: A simple text in which two boys meet on the street and use dialogue to explore the start of a friendship.

What You Need:  Paper, pencils, copies of the Unpunctuated Text for all students, an overhead transparency of the Punctuated Text  

What You Do:  As you read the text aloud, ask students to add punctuation marks to the Unpunctuated Text copy. Share the overhead transparency and compare student responses to that of the text.  Discuss how differences in punctuation can change the meaning of the text.  Allow students to perform the text.
Notes:

YO!  YES? Unpunctuated
	Yo
	Yes

	Hey
	                   Who

	You
	Me

	Yes you
	Oh

	What’s up
	               Not much

	Why
	No fun

	Oh
	No friends

	Oh
	Yes

	Look
	Hmmm

	Me
	You

	Yes me
	You

	Well
	Well

	_____
	Yes

	Yo
	Yes

	
	Yow


YO!  YES? Punctuated
	Yo!
	Yes?

	Hey!
	                  Who?

	You!
	Me?

	Yes, you.
	Oh.

	What’s up?
	              Not much.

	Why?
	No fun.

	Oh?
	No friends.

	Oh!
	Yes.

	Look!
	Hmmm?

	Me!
	You?

	Yes, me!
	You!

	Well?
	Well.

	___?__
	                   Yes!

	Yo!
	Yes!

	
	Yow!


Trait: Conventions                       Focus: Commas
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