Interactive Writing

What is it?  A short (10-15 minute), shared lesson used to model writing and support beginning writers (gr. 1-2). 


Key features:




Conversation to support writing process



Authentic writing



Share the task of writing



Model correctness



Connect reading and writing)




Grouping based on student needs



Do frequently (3-5x per week)
What do you need?




Space for group meeting



Chart paper and stand



Markers



Word support (name chart, word wall)



[Correction tape] 

                                [Pointers]



[Whiteboards/markers/eraser socks]

How do you do it?




Gather students on the floor in front of chart paper.



Discuss a sentence to write (start with one).




Class news is a good start.




Say sentence aloud several times together.




“Share the pen” (you write/students write) with someone




you are confident will be correct. 



While student is writing, work with the group.





(forming letters, letter sounds, rhyming words, etc.)




Edit and revise errors student writer makes. 



Continue to “share the pen” until the sentence is done.




Read the sentence together.




Discuss what students will write at their desks.





(personal news, expanding class news, etc.).




Students return to desks and write in their journals. 




Post the chart.




Select 3-4 students to meet with daily.





Students read their writing to you.





*Comment on the message.





*Tell what they did right.





Select a teaching point and provide feedback.





Write the sentence(s) in “book language.”





Ask students to read you the sentence(s).




Expand over time and vary lessons.

How do you know when to move beyond interactive writing?


When students can:



Control concepts of print (direction, spacing)




Compose simple, complete messages of several sentences




Write a variety of high frequency words




Hear and write sounds in words




Demonstrate basic punctuation




Use known words to figure out new words

Interactive Writing Prompts:




School news                               
Class news




V.I.P. news



Thank-you notes




Invitations



Book reviews 




Recipes



Lists




Topics:





Friends





Family





Pets





Favorites





Sports





Hobbies





Vacations





Interests
