Kid Writing

What is it?  An approach to teaching primary writers (esp. K) based on the work of Eileen Feldgus and Isabel Cardonick (Kid Writing, McGraw Hill, 1999).



Key features:




Introduction to written language




Phonics plays an essential role




Journal writing in a writing workshop format




Focus on sound-letter relationships




Child chooses topic and does all the writing (no dictation)




Individual instruction with group mini-lessons




Do daily (approx. 50 minutes)

What do you need?




Markers




Horizontally-oriented journal pages




Classroom signs of basic words




Word-family house displays




Letter-chunk, key-word crowns (king of ing, wiz of is, 

                                star of are)

How do you do it?




Date stamp student journal pages.




Invite students to draw a picture (prewrite).




Kid Writing – Individually, students meet with adults and tell 




the story of their pictures. Adults help them condense
                                stories into writable portions. Adults slowly sound out words,

                                exaggerating key consonant sounds as students write. 




Encourage students to use “magic lines” at places where

                                they don’t know the sounds. What are other students doing




at this time? Completing pictures, working at centers,
                                and observing adults working with students. 



Adult or Book Writing – Using conventional writing, adults




write the words (smaller than the students’) in pencil at




the bottom of the page. Then, both read the words together,




stressing the sound-letter relationship.




Gather students and have three share their writing with the 




group. Make compliments to the writers and encourage




questions from the others (How? Why? What else do you 




want to know?). Based on student writings, conduct 




mini-lessons.




Have all students share their writing with partners.

Encourage praise and questions.

What do students do when they are finished?




Read books with a friend




Help others with their writing




Begin an illustration for the next day




Work in centers





Riddles 

How-to books





Alphabet books 
Big stories on chart paper





Photo albums
Prediction journal





Survey

Currents events response




“Read” the room (with flashlights, magic wands, puppets,




sunglasses, etc.)

What comes next?



Dialogue journals, in which students write answers to adults’ 



questions about their writing. Students need to be fairly

                      independent writers for this to happen, and adults need to be able



to make sense of students’ writing.
