Readers’ Theater

What is it?

Readers’ Theater is a presentation of text that is read aloud expressively and dramatically by two or more readers. The emphasis is on reading rather than memorization, props, action, and costumes.   
Why do it?

· Enhances fluency (provides students with an authentic reason to engage in repeated readings)
· Boosts comprehension

· Supports the curriculum

· Motivates student learning

· Builds writing skills
How do you do it?

· Read finished scripts (yours or others)
(www.aaronshep.com, www.mandygregory.com/readers_theater.htm)
· Adapt writings by others to scripts

Select and copy short text, then have students divide up the lines, rehearse, then perform.  Keep lines short, dividing sentences to be spoken by several readers (as if one person is reading with different voices) and include group read lines for emphasis.
· Create original scripts

Select an important (informational, narrative, or persuasive) piece of writing, then have students analyze it and develop the most important parts into a script that includes the suggestions above.  
Three Blind Mice——RT for lower grades
Reader 1:   Three blind mice,

All:            Three blind mice

Reader 1:   See how they run,

All:            See how they run!

Reader 1:   They all ran after

Reader  2:   The farmer's wife

All:            She cut off their tails

Reader  2:   With a carving knife

Reader 1:   Did you ever see

Reader  2:   Such a sight in your life

All:            As three blind mice.

Reader 1:   As three blind mice?

History

The first written variation of Three Blind Mice dates from 1609. The three blind mice were three Protestant loyalists accused of plotting against Queen Mary I. The farmer’s wife refers to the queen who with her husband, King Philip of Spain, owned large estates. The three men were burned at the stake.

Three Blind Mice——RT for upper grades

Reader 1:   Three Blind Mice dates from 1609.

Reader 3:   The three blind mice 

Reader  2:   were three Protestant loyalists 

Reader 4:   who were accused of plotting 

Reader  2:   against Queen Mary I. 

Reader 4:   The farmer’s wife refers to the queen 

Reader 3:   who with her husband, 

Reader 1:   King Philip of Spain, 

Reader 3:   owned large estates. 

Reader 1:   The three men were burned at the stake.

Reader 2:    And now the new 21st century nursery rhyme

Reader 4:    of Three Blind Mice

Reader 1:   Three Protestant loyalists

All:             Three Protestant loyalists

Reader 1:   See how they plot

All:             See how they plot

Reader 1:   They all plot after

Reader  2:   Queen Mary One

All:             She ended their lives

Reader  2:   At the burning stake

Reader 1:   Did you ever see

Reader  2:   Such a sight in your life

All:             As three burned men.

Reader 1:   As three burned men?
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“Women's Rights Are Human Rights”

by Hillary Clinton

Prologue

Reader 5:    Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton

Reader 6:    Graduate of Yale Law School. 

Reader 5:    Born October 26, 1947. 

Reader 6:    One time first lady of the United States.

Reader 5:    One time junior United States Senator from New York.

Reader 6:    One time candidate for President.

Reader 5:    Secretary of State.

Reader 6:    From the Nations Fourth World Conference United on Women 

Reader 5:    In Beijing, China

Reader 6:    September 5, 1995.

Reader 5:    Hillary Clinton’s speech. 

The Speech

Reader 1:   This is truly a celebration – 

Reader 4:   
a celebration of the contributions 

Reader 2:   
women make in every aspect of life: 

Reader 3:   
in the home, 

Reader 1:   
on the job, 

Reader 4:   
in their communities, 

Reader 2:   
as mothers, wives, 

Reader 3:  
sisters, daughters, 

Reader 4:  
learners, workers, 

Reader 1:  
citizens and leaders.

Reader 2:   It is also a coming together, 

Reader 3:   
much the way women come together 

Reader 2:   
every day in every country.

Reader 1:   We come together 

Reader 4:   
in fields and in factories. 

Reader 3:   In village markets and supermarkets. 

Reader 2:   In living rooms and board rooms.

Reader 3:   Whether it is while playing 

Reader 1:   
with our children in the park, 

Reader 3:   
or washing clothes in a river, 

Reader 4:   
or taking a break at the office water cooler, 

Reader 1:   
we come together 

Reader 2:   
and talk about our aspirations and concerns. 

Reader 3:   And time and again, 

Reader 4:   
our talk turns to our children 

Reader 2:   
and our families. 

Reader 3:   However different we may be, 

Reader 4:   
there is far more that unites us 

Reader 1:   
than divides us. 

Reader 2:   We share a common future. 

Reader 3:   And we are here to find common ground 

Reader 1:   
so that we may help bring new dignity 

Reader 4:   
and respect to women and girls 

Reader 3:   
all over the world – 

Reader 2:   
and in so doing, 

Reader 1:   
bring new strength 

Reader 3:   
and stability to families as well.

Reader 4:   Let them listen to the voices 

Reader 2:   
of women in their homes, 

Reader 1:   
neighborhoods, and workplaces.

Reader 4:   I have met new mothers 

Reader 3:   
in Jakarta, Indonesia, 

Reader 2:   
who come together regularly

Reader 1:   
in their village to discuss nutrition,

Reader 4:   
family planning, and baby care.

Reader 2:   I have met working parents 

Reader 3:   
in Denmark 

Reader 4:   
who talk about the comfort they feel 

Reader 1:   
in knowing that their children 

Reader 4:   
can be cared for in creative, safe,

Reader 3:   
and nurturing after-school centers.

Reader 2:   I have met women 

Reader 1:   
in South Africa 

Reader 3:   
who helped lead the struggle 

Reader 4:   
to end apartheid 

Reader 1:   
and are now helping build a new democracy.

Reader 2:   I have met with the leading women 

Reader 3:   
of the Western Hemisphere 

Reader 4:   
who are working every day 

Reader 1:   
to promote literacy 

Reader 2:   
and better health care 

Reader 3:  
for the children of their countries.

Reader 4:   I have met women in India and Bangladesh 

Reader 1:   
who are taking out small loans 

Reader 2:   
to buy milk cows, rickshaws, 

Reader 1:   
thread and other materials 

Reader 4:   
to create a livelihood for themselves 

Reader 3:   
and their families.

Reader 2:   I have met doctors and nurses 

Reader 4:   
in Belarus and Ukraine 

Reader 1:   
who are trying to keep children alive

Reader 2:    
in the aftermath of Chernobyl.

Reader 4:   The great challenge of this Conference 

Reader 3:   
is to give voice to women everywhere 

Reader 1:   
whose experiences go unnoticed, 

Reader 2:   
whose words go unheard.
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The Gettysburg Address 

by

Abraham Lincoln

 [1] Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a 
new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
 created equal.
 [2] Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure.
 [3] We are met on a great battlefield of that war. 
[4] We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live.
[5] It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 
[6] But in a larger sense, we cannot 
[ALL] dedicate, 
[6] we cannot 
[ALL] consecrate, 
[6] we cannot 
[ALL] hallow 
[6] this ground. 
[7] The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. 
[8] The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. 
[9] It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.
[10] It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—

[11] that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government 
[ALL] of the people, 
[ALL] by the people, 
[ALL] for the people 
[11] shall not perish from the earth.

