Writing Traits

General Teaching Suggestions

1. Provide a daily ten minute freewrite on topic of choice.

2. “What makes good writing?”  Ask students, record responses, then compare with the Oregon scoring guide.

3. Read aloud to students and discuss text, focusing on the traits and using trait terms.

4. Write a piece poorly and have students edit and revise it.

5. Have students write a bad example of a trait, then improve it.

6. Work on one trait at a time.  Use short samples of student work.

7. Model the writing process.  Share your writing. 
8. Teach students the scoring guide, then have them use it to score your writing, other student writing, then their own work.

9. Celebrate student writing successes, however small.  Build on strengths.

10. Have students draw pictures to illustrate the traits.

11. 
Practice scoring student work on the OPEN/ODE website:


www.openc.k12.or.us/scoring
 Ideas & Content
1. Have students identify the main ideas in a variety of 

writing.  Begin with simple paragraphs or well-known stories like “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” or “The Three Little Pigs.”   

2. 
Make topics more manageable by narrowing them.  Select a 

broad topic (e.g. family, friends, school) then have students practice narrowing the topic.  Asking questions – Who, What, Where, When, Why, How – is often helpful in narrowing a topic

3.
Assign compare and contrast papers. 

4.
Play music.  Ask students to respond to how the music

makes them feel and what pictures come to mind.

5.
Make a list of details about a topic.  Ask each student to 

decide which of the details are most interesting.  Arrange

for small groups of students to meet and come to agreement on the most important details.  Then meet as a class to decide on the most important details. 

6.
Share examples of magazine ads.  Use them as models for creating ads of students’ clothes, cars, lunches, siblings, or made up products.

7.
Ask students to create imaginative responses to the following questions:

“Why I Don’t Have My Homework”

“Why I’m Late for School”

8.
Have students write descriptions of pets.  Redistribute papers and have students draw pictures based on the descriptions.  Display pictures and ask writers to find the pictures of their pets.  Discuss how details helped or hindered

the drawing process.

9.
Each day ask pairs of students to research an interesting, little known fact of their choice focusing on information that goes beyond the obvious.  Share at the end of the day.

10.    Read a familiar story and leave out details that are important to the main idea of the story.  Ask students what you left out.  Then, read the story as written to see the importance of the details.

11.    Ask students to make a creation out of simple materials that you provide.  Then, have them write the directions for making their creations.  Pass directions on to other students, who use the directions to replicate the creations (without looking at the original).  Compare completed creations.

12.    Have each student select a small object from nature, examine the object through a jeweler’s loupe or magnifying glass, then describe the details of the object.  This is a good activity to introduce similes and metaphors.  Write poems about the objects.

13.    Create list poems for content area topics.  Write the topic ten times down the middle of a page and then have students add details to complete each line.  This is can be used as a pre- or post-test.

14.    Adding sensory details can strengthen the content of writing.  Guide students in visualizing the house in which they live, then ask them to write what they See, Hear, Smell, Touch, and Feel.  Arrange small groups for sharing.  Are there common themes?

15.    Use R.A.F.T.S. (see next page)

R.A.F.T.S.

What You Need:  RAFTS prompts, pencils, paper 
What You Do:  Use the examples below to create RAFTS that connect to the subjects you are studying.  Encourage students to apply the knowledge they have and to be creative as well.  

Examples:


Math – You are the spokesperson for a group of students who want to change the offerings for lunch at your school.  After surveying to students to find out what healthy meals they like, write a letter to the principal suggesting new food choices the students want.  Include your data to support your suggestions.

R=You/spokesperson


A=Principal

F=Letter




T=New food choices

S=Suggestions


Social Studies – You are General McClellan, commander of the northern forces during the Civil War.  You have heard that the president is thinking of replacing you because you have not “engaged the enemy.”  Write a dispatch to President Lincoln and convince him to let you keep your position.

R=General McClellan


A=President Lincoln

F=Dispatch




T=Why you should keep your command

S=Convince  

Extensions:  Challenge students by inviting them to create RAFTS after a course of study.  Use them with their class, or other classes.  
Organization

1. Have students write directions to a specific spot in your
school or classroom.  Follow the directions explicitly.  Discuss the importance of order when writing directions.

2. Select short, well-written stories or essays.  Cut them into
paragraphs, mix them up, and distribute to small groups of students.  Have groups work together to correctly arrange paragraphs.

3. When reading aloud, read a sentence or paragraph out of 
sequence.  Ask students to respond when they hear something that is out of order.

4. Model the use of a variety of graphic organizers during
prewriting.

5.      Provide passages with no paragraphs and have students edit
for paragraphs.

6. Use books to search for interesting beginnings and endings.
Share and display the best.

7. Ask students to write three different conclusions to a piece
they are writing.  Get feedback as to which works best by meeting and sharing in small response groups.
8.
Writers use transitions to bridge one sentence to another.  Make a list of transition words.  Then use transitions in sentences, showing how they can be used effectively.  Create sentences in which transitions are omitted, and sentences in which they do not fit.  Have students assist in revising.
9.
To work on transitions and pacing, ask students to write a
story that takes place within a short time, no more than ten minutes.  As students write, keep an eye on the time, and tell them to move on, using transitions, to another event every two minutes.

10.
Make an outline of a story that makes all details equally
important.  Share the outline and have students provide feedback as to what details should be developed or dropped to enhance the pacing.
11.
Leads are beginnings, which lead readers into the writing.  Read leads from a variety of books.  Ask students if, after 

reading that lead, they would keep reading.  Discuss what makes a  strong lead.

12.
 Have students find strong leads in books, then ask them to rewrite them as weak leads.  Read both aloud and see if the class can choose the strong lead.  Discuss the differences.  Have students choose weak leads (from their own writings or others), make them strong, and present to the class.

13.
Write alternative endings to a piece of writing and ask students to determine the correct one.

14.
Invite students to write alternative endings to well-known stories.

15.
Read picture books aloud and discuss the different ways they are organized.  Discuss why the author chose that structure for the book.  


Voice

1. Share two different types of painting styles with students
(e.g. cubism/realism).  Show several examples and discuss the differences and how each style has its own “voice.”  Share other examples to see if students can identify which style it is.

2. Do the same as above with music.  Begin with general music 

types, like jazz, country/western, rap, or rock and roll.  Then select one of the music types and listen to two different artists or groups within that type.  Find a song performed by more than one artist or group (e.g. Hey Jude by the Beatles, Turn the Page by Bob Seeger, Like a Rolling Stone by Bob Dylan) and compare versions, focusing on the voice(s) of the singer(s) as well as the “voice” of the music itself.

3. Voice is about personal expression.  So are the clothes we
wear.  Designate a “dress with voice” day in which students wear something that tells about themselves.
4.
The way people express themselves, their voice, differs depending on the audience.  Have students practice by pretending they are coaxing a kitten out of a tree, telling a friend abut an interesting experience, thanking a grandparent for a gift, or reporting a crime to a police officer.  Emphasize that voice is more than tone of voice; it is the words you use and the style of talking.    
5.
Have students write three paragraphs about a strong

opinion they have: the first paragraph aimed at kindergartners, the second paragraph aimed at their parents, and the third paragraph aimed at the President of the United States.  Discuss how writing to different audiences affects voice.

6.
Distribute a passage that contains a strong voice.  Ask
students to rewrite the passage, removing the voice.

7.
Collect greeting cards and have small groups of students put
them into “voice categories” (e.g. romantic, funny, sad, sentimental, etc.).  Present categories to the class and discuss.

8.
Have students write notes to each other without signing
their names.  As a class, decide on the general subject for the note.  Read the notes aloud, eliminating any names used, and try to guess the writer.
9.
Read aloud from a variety of books and ask students to describe the voice they hear in each.  

10.
Have students select a favorite story and write a journal entry in the voice of one of the characters.

11.
Make a list of emotions on the board (e.g. angry, lonely, anxious, proud).  Next to each word create an emoticon or simple drawing to go along with each emotion.  Have each student select an emotion and write a sentence (without using the word) to express it.  Invite students to read their sentences aloud while the rest of the class draws the emoticons they think matches the emotion of the sentences.  

12.
Ask students to write a paragraph about something they love or know a lot about.  Then have them write a paragraph about a topic you assign.  Compare the voice in the two paragraphs.  Are they different?  How might your findings be helpful to you and to your students? 


Word Choice

1. Create “Word Wheels” for overused words.  Draw a large circle
on butcher paper.  In the center, write an overused word (e.g. nice, went, said).  Draw spokelike lines from the word.  On each line write an alternative for the overused word.  Display.

2. Bury tired words.  Brainstorm a list of words you are tired of,
write them on individual pieces of paper, put them into a shoebox, and conduct a burial ceremony.

3. Have students underline all verbs in a writing passage, then
replace with more active choices (e.g. went – jogged).

4. Have students underline all the nouns in a writing passage, then
replace with more specific choices (e.g. dog – terrier).

5. Play a round-robin descriptive word game.  Choose a sentence,
leaving out an adjective (e.g. The _____man is knocking on my door).  The first student provides a word starting with A, the second student provides a word starting with B, and so on.

6. Have students practice “overwriting” to show how fewer words
can often be more effective.  Brainstorm a list of common road signs, then rewrite them using flowery and descriptive language.  Compare and discuss.

7. Make a list of words related to the word eat  (e.g. nibble, gulp,
pick at, gobble, wolf, munch).  Pass out popcorn to students and have them act out the words as you say them aloud.  Act out other words, such as those related to walk, run, look, and talk.
8.
Have students create personal dictionaries consisting only of words they love (gems) and overused words (gravel).  Add to the dictionaries on a regular basis.

9.
Challenge students to rewrite paragraphs using only one-syllable words.

10.
Practice word choice skills by writing ads for favorite books.  Brainstorm words that will entice others to read the books.  Ad colorful illustrations and display the ads.

11. 
Make a list of words you want your students to know.  Cut out the words, place them in a basket, and take turns having students select one per week.  The student who selected the word then makes a poster that includes the word, an illustration of the word, its meaning, pronunciation, part of speech, etymology, and a sentence that demonstrates the use of the word.  Display the posters.  Provide an incentive for students to use the words in class.

12.
Create a list of five to ten “mad”-related words (e.g. annoyed, angry, crazed, furious, upset, enraged, irritated) and have students write the words.  Working in small groups, students arrange the words in an order that ranges from least emotional to most emotional.  Share and discuss the differences between the words.

13.
Sensory words – words that apply to our five senses of seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and touching – help readers stay engaged with the writing.  Ask students to imagine they are in a familiar place (kitchen, cafeteria, bedroom, classroom) and make a list of the sensory details they experience.  Have them use some of these words as they write a descriptive paragraph about that place.  Share and discuss the sensory words they included.

14.
Collect print ads, especially those that are wordy.  Pass out the ads to small groups of students.  Working together, have students trim the ads by cutting out unnecessary words.  Challenge them to see how much they can cut while still keeping the tone and the message.  Share the ads as well as the group revisions.  
  
Sentence Fluency

1. Model and practice combining short sentences.

2. Write a paragraph-long sentence and have students revise

into a variety of sentences.

3. Using completed writing pieces, have students write the

first word of each sentence, look for patterns, and revise for variety. 
4. Using completed writing pieces, have students count the
number of words in each sentence, display information on bar graphs, then revise.

5. Invite students to draw boxes around their sentences so

they see the various lengths.  If all the boxes are about the same size, it’s time to revise.

6. Sentences can often be made more powerful by ending them
with nouns.  Have students choose some of their writing and experiment with this.  Try ending sentences with verbs or other parts of speech.  What is most effective?

7. Fragments can also add to the energy of writing.  Find
fragments in published works (see books by Gary Paulsen) to share.  Have students try strengthening their own writing by adding fragments.

8. Use PVC pipe in the shape of a small telephone to provide

students with the opportunity to quietly listen to themselves and hear the fluency of their writing.
9. Find fluent writing and invite students to perform it in

front of the class.  

10. Provide many opportunities for students to choral read a

variety of fluent writing, including poetry.

11.
Display groups of sentences that exemplify fluency.

12.
Dialogue can help add fluency to writing.  Select passages without dialogue and have students add it.  Compare the “before” and “afer” versions.

13.
Ask students to write as dialogue a conversation between them and a friend.  Read these aloud and ask, “Does this sound like you?”  Have the class make suggestions to make the dialogue sound more natural.

14.
Conduct a sentence fluency write-around.  In groups of five, each student writes a lead sentence for a six-sentence story (mystery, romance, adventure work well).  After writing the lead, students pass their papers clockwise to the next person, who adds one sentence of a different length and with a different beginning word.  Continue until the papers are back to the originators, who add the final sentence to the story.  Share stories, with an emphasis on sentence fluency.   

15.
Newspaper obituaries are often good examples of writing with weak sentence fluency (he, he, he / she, she, she).  Make copies of collected obits and pass them out to small groups of students.  Have them rewrite the obituaries, strengthening the sentence fluency.  Read the revisions aloud and compare them to the original pieces.


Conventions

1. Examine the word “conventions” in other contexts.  Make a list

of conventions for driving, playing a baseball game, or being in your classroom.  Then, list the conventions for writing.  Discuss the purpose for having conventions.

2. Introduce editing symbols and provide opportunities for

students to edit your writing.

3. Read aloud pieces of writing with no punctuation.  Ask students
to make suggestions for improvement.  Read the revisions aloud and compare to the originals.

4. Create a Word Wall or individual word notebooks to write

frequently used words.

5.      Make a list of words students should be able to spell by heart at your grade level  (these can be put on Word Wall or in notebooks).  When any of these words are misspelled, draw a heart next to them.   

6.
To edit for spelling, have students start from the bottom of the page and read from right to left so they won’t get distracted by the meaning of words.

7.  
Play Sizzle to enhance spelling skills.  Write 8-10 spelling words on the board.  Have students stand in a large circle around the room, with those needing spelling support facing the board.  Say one of the spelling words and designate a student in the circle to begin to spell it.  That student names the first letter of the word.  Moving clockwise, the next student names the second letter, and so on until the word is correctly spelled.  When the next student says “Sizzle,” the following student is out and must sit down.  Continue the game until there is one person left: the Sizzle Champ!  

8.
Challenge students to practice by spelling their words backwards.    

9.      Focus convention editing on one skill at a time (e.g. capitals, end

punctuation, or dialogue).  Practice using students’ own writing.  Have them skip lines in their writing to make editing easier.
10.    Make a scavenger hunt for convention mistakes in published writing.  Challenge students to find errors in newspapers, magazines, and books.  Collect, share, and display.

11.
Teach dialogue by writing conversations on sentence strips then having students use clothespins as quotation marks to designate when someone is speaking. 

12.
Time is helpful when it comes to editing conventions.  Wait a few days between writing and self-editing.  It will help give students “fresh eyes” when dealing with their work.

13. 
Invite students to become community helpers by looking for conventions errors in signs (capitalization, spelling, punctuation, grammar) and on mailboxes (capitalization, comma usage).  Provide feedback.

14.
Make sure to encourage students in their writing by focusing on some of the conventions they are using correctly.
   

15.   Make a Conventions Hall of Fame in your classroom in which students are recognized for mastery of specific conventions (e.g. capitalizing the first word of sentences, using quotation marks, etc.).



Are you looking for a creative way for students to apply their writing skills as well as to show what they know about a topic?  RAFTS are your ticket.  They are prompts that include a Role form which to write, an Audience to address, a Format in which to write, a Topic about which to write, and a Strong verb that tells the purpose for writing. 
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